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A letter from Washington says: "The Sec¬

retary of the Interior will seud iu a letter tQ

Congress uext month asking ao appropriation
of one million dollars, more or less, to supply
deficiencies in the Indian service for the last
fiscal year. Both Congress add the people will
be apt to look upon this as rather a singular
response to the cry for retreuchmeut, particu¬
larly as iu the deficiency bill of iMarch 3, 1873,
there were inserted items to the amount of
$1,277,000 for delioieooes in the Indian service
for the fiscal year euding Juue 30,1873. In
addition to this it is understood that an appro-

. priation of another million will be asked to sup¬

ply deficiencies for the present year.

The rccent brilliant meteor was observed by
Mr. Heory (J. Hallowell on Christmas Eve,
near his residence at Saody Spring, Md., aud is
described in a letter to the Baltimore American.
Iu the vicinity of Vienna aud Fairfax Court
House it was accompanied with a shock like
a loud report. It seems probuble that it de¬
scended to the earth somewhere in that neigh¬
borhood.

Wheeler's expedition party have established
an observatory on^ Pike's Peak, 14,000 feet
high; They are snowed in, but are provisioned
for eight months, aud in all probability will not

be thawed out for five or six months. They
have telegraphic communication with the Ohio
and Deuver Railroad, and report the weather
observations daily to Washington.

Mr. Lloyd A. Williams died at his residence
on Road street, in Goorgetowu, D. C., on Sun¬
day, in the forty second year of his age. The
deceased, who was a native of Georgetown,was
formerly chief.engineer iu the navy. He en¬

tered the uaval service on the 16; h of Febru¬
ary, 1852, and his total sea service was eight
years aud five months.

The United States steamer Ossipee passed
quarantine in New York yesterday, followed by
the revenue cutter Grant. She did uot stop
in quarantine, and could not be boarded. She
did oot have the Virgioius in tow. It is ru¬

mored that tin? latter sunk oo the passage.

The Washingtoh Star says that it is under¬
stood that Cabinet officers and other leading
official*, and many prominent citizens of Wash¬
ington, will dispense with intoxicating driuksiu
their NeW Year's hospitalities. i

The Washington Bepublican says that Caleb
Cushiog voted for General Grant iu \ irginia
last fall1.his first and only vote in the State of
his adoption.and his appointmeut will read,
.'Caleb Cushiog, of Virginia," &>;. V _

The President has approved the bill remov¬

ing the political disabilities of E. J. Harvie,
Tfwwsnas J. Bocock and Daniel Trigg, ot Vir¬
ginia, and John H. Kegan, of Texas.

The Lexington Gazette says: "It is rumored
that our incoming Governor, Gen. Kemper, is
soon to be united in marriage to a lady formerly
of Rappahannock.now of Spotsylvania."
CoL D. S-.Curtts?, deputy for the National

Grange, has just arrived in Richmond lor the
purpose of organizing the State Grange.

VIRGINIA NEWS.

The Valley Virginian states that the three
bridges over North river, in the vicinity of Mt
Crawford, have been completed, and that the
track laying on the Valley railroad is progress¬
ing gradually. The opinion is expressed that
the eutire road will be in running order during
the month of January. The equipments will
<jertainly be complete by early spring prepara¬
tory to the accommodation of the travel inci¬
dent (o that season. The road from Harrison¬
burg to Staunton is pronounced to be one of
the best in the United States.

Klisha Pendletbn, esq., of Norfolk, died .sud¬
denly in that city on the 2Gth of December.
He was a native of Maine, but settled in Nur-

< folk many years ago as a teacher, and after¬
wards become a successful merchant. - He re¬
tired from business during the war, and t>ubse-
qUently filled the office of city register, much
to the satisfactionybf the community. After a

blameless and ext iuplary life he was stricken
down with apoplexy, at the age of seventy-five
years.
The Norfolk landmark warns the farmers of

Virginia against the Patrons of Husbaudry and
their granges as*"'exotics." "They are un¬

necessary in Virginia, alien to our habits of
life, secret in their operations, aod political in
their action." It objects to the female feature
of the organization. It tends "to unsex our
women to a great degree." "Let the Virginia
farmer pause before he follows after false gods
aud adopts alien institutions."
The village of Midway, Augusta county, is a

lively little place, aud has iudustrious farmers
ab'iut it. There was shipped from that place
to Richmond during the year 1S73, 10,2-14
dozen eggs, 5,200 pound dried cherries, 15,000
pounds butter, 22,500 pounds buckwheat, 108
bushels chestnuts,; 10,500 pounds dried apples,
aud untold quantities of other dried fruits.
Well done for a village of tweoty families and
two stores.
. The "Virginia" oyster cruiser, Captain
Spottswood, has.captured an "oyster pirate"
oo the Rappahannock, named the "J. B.
Franklin," of Baltimore, .Captain Charles
Lewis, and turned him over to the State au¬
thorities at Urbanna. Lewis is an old offender,
and threatened to shoot the commander cjf the
oyster navy, but didn't.

Some alarm has been occasioned in Englaud
by the peaceful .revolution Mr. Arch is work¬
ing in providing 4'or the emigration of whole
families of workiug people to this country. It
is expected that tee thousand persons iu fami¬
lies will leave England next Spring under the
auspices of JVJessrs. Arch and Clayden. The
movement, ii it should prove successful, will
benefit both countries.in securing better treat¬
ment for those who re main in the old country
aod ingivinggood homes to those who settle
.in this country." i

Our Spanish Relations.

|Froui the National Republican. J
The policy of the Government regarding our

relatious with Spain will soou assume such a

distinctive and positive form as to prevent the

possibility of a recurrence of the Virginia* af¬
fair. Propositions will soon he submitted t.o

Spain nf such a character as to insure^ in tb.e
event of their acceptance, peace arid quiet upon
the island of Cuba, either through a comprom¬
ise bttween the insuigcufs and the Madrid
Government or some equally "effectual method.
It is sufficient to add tin. this couuectiou that
the Government does not seek the annexation
of the island, and that it will be satisfied with
any arrangement which will free the United
States from a constant possibility of a recur¬

rence of ihe many uupleasant controversies
which have occurred siucc the insurrection bje-
gau.
No advices of any charac er have been re¬

ceived regarding the aileged intention of the
Spanish Government to demand the return of
the Yirginius aud a reparation for dam.ges.
While it.is known that a strong leeiiu^ very

naturally exists in Spaiu agaiust the submis¬
sion by Castelar to-the ivquir-m.-nts of the
Polo-Fish protocol, it is also known that, the
Spanish authorities will patiently await the ar¬

rival of a uew Minister from the United States
before at tempting, if they intend to attempt,
to reopen the controversy.

It is Dot expected, however, that under any
circumstances a demand for the return of the
Yirginius will be made. In the protocol tlie
provision for the adjudication of her case is de¬
finitely made, aud as Spain agreed without re¬
servation to this provision, the United States
will hold her strictly to (he agreement. Hut if
such a demand should be made, it will be in-
stautly r.-jeered.
The proceedings of the Spanish Admiralty

Court held at Havana, which resulted 111 the
condemnation of the Virginius as a naval pr'ze
or capture by the Spanish navy, have been su¬

perseded by the higher authority of the proto¬
col, and will therefore be ignored in any future
cousideratiou of the question.
When Mr. Cashing arrives at. Madrid in the

capacity of a regularly-accredited Minister from
this Government, it is probable that the Span¬
ish Government may opeu negotiations for the
purpose of making a treaty between the two
Governments, the provisions of which shall
more positively define the authority of either
Power to ascertain the character of vessels sus¬

pected to be engafi«ui in il'egtfl or filhbustering
expeditions. It is believed that Spain is ready
now to accord to us permanently the right
which has been conceded in the V irginias e.sc,
to determine in our own way any question aris¬
ing from actual or alleged violations of uur reg¬
istry laws, and to punish in our own way such
persons as may be found to have fraudulently
carried the American flag at the ma>t head of
any vessel during a voyage or. expedition
against the peace and authority of a I'rieudiy
nation.

, , , . » .

The main point to he settled by this propp¬ed treaty is the treatmeut or punishment which
shall be accorded to persons who may be cap-
tared in tillibu-tering acts, as the members ol
the crcw of the Virginius were, lhe laws o!

Spain now provide that they may be-treated
as pirates, while international law defines pira¬
cy to be the commission ol acts ol robbery or
murder upon the high seas. It is evident,
therefore, that the laws of Spain are at vari¬
ance with established ioteruaU'-ual law, aud
that while a vessel, such as the \ irgiuius. may
be intent upon an unfriendly act toward Spam,
or any other treaty:uiaking Power, she cannot
be adjudged as a pirate, tirst, bec.nise her illu¬

sion is uutrieudly to one Fower alone, and >ee-
ond, because her mistfipn is not one ol murder
or robbery upon the high seas.

^

It will bo noon that tho Vv"
sen ted will, when discussed with a view to ihe
negotiation of a treaty, involve the.consiUera^tion of the traditional policy ol the United
States against the Right ol Search. N'am W1"
probably insist that without the privilege on

their part to exercise that right it is possible
that filibustering expeditions may sail from
ports of the United States to her great di^.l-vautage and injury. I he United Slate.vwill
maintain that uuless a belligerent couduioo ex¬

ists by the recognition of the Spanish govern¬
ment, no authority to interfere with the sailing
of vessels carrying the American flag can pos¬
sibly be recognized, and that when such recog
nition of belligerency does exist, li the right o

search is exercised, it must be at the rifle ot

grave consequences by the Government wliii**
exercises it.

.. ;
It must be apparent that it is impossible at

this juncture to foreshadow anything more

than the briefest and ui'ust general outline, ol
the projected treaty; but the forcgoiug may be
accepted as the ba^is upon which the two Gov¬
ernments will begin the negotiations.

Settling the Year's Accounts..The 1st
of January, now so near ai haud, will beasuiu-
mons to all to settle up the accounts ot the year
iu more ways than one, hut especially ip retard
to bills contracted and indebtedness inourre

in every form. If A pays B the latter will oe
able to pay C, and so on a vast amount of li¬
quidation may, be effected. I he following Irom
an exchange is an .cxample :

"We onco heard a! merchant say that one

morning he paid out" a ten dol ar bill, an JI at
night received the sams bill b tck again, llejwa..
curious to trace the bill-in the business ohthe
d*v, and ascertained it had p-ud a hundred Col
lars of debt before it came back to him in the
way of trade. Wo.meytion tins little in?vj®njto show how much good may be done with a
small sum of money in tho payment ol little
debts. Much of the pressure ol hardt m-* would
be removed it persons would act upon the reso¬
lution to di.chargo all small d«Ms. It wou.d
need no inflation of the currency to do this.; a
fow dollars sent out on their errand would ac¬

complish it, and pay off a large sum by being
thu* kept in motion before it was stopped by
some one who would lock it up wnoro i> would
no more see the light of day. To do good mono}
must be kept in active circulation, while tue vol¬

ume need not be so large as.to make it plenty in

every man's pocket."

Forrest on the Flag.-Gen. N. B. For¬
rest has writteu a letter to a Memphis news¬

paper, under date December 15, in which he
says:. <

.

"Within the last few days I have received a

large number of letters from men who were

prominent Confederate offi cers and solders vol¬
unteering to tho Secretary of War, through me

theie services to fight for tho old flag, in e^-
a war with Spain. Being too much engaged to
answer their letters separately, allow me t-.» =».y,
through the columns of your widely-circulated
journal, that it is very gratifyn.g to me to see
upon the part of those who, like myself:, f««ugui
against it, so earnest a disposition to faghttor- it.
in case of a foreign war. As tor mysei , our
civil war having closed,-and having plodded al¬
legiance to the Government, should she boc<»me
involved in war with a foreign power 1 should
struggle as bard for it as 1 once, as a ConlWer
ate soldier, struggled, against it. As to those
friends and old companions in arms who have
written to me, I would say, I hope and believe
there will bo no war, owing to the wise policy
adopted by the d stiagwshed soldier now at the
head of the Government; but should it come,
let us show our loyalty to the flag by s.arfding
ready to strike down any hand against it.

Specie Payments..Somebody has said["the
best way to resume specie paymeute is Go re¬

sume. Good enough ! But many of our ;mcr-

chants, restaurateurs, aud others, have for
weeks been paying out silver fur currency, and
what has become of it? Nobody returns | it in

exchangofor merchandiz-1;- but if bur dealers
would provide themselves with a suraciencv ot
small silver coio-twenty-five, ten and hve-eeut
pieces.and give them in exchange lor larger
6ilver coin vHheo offered for goods, it is thought
much that is now uselessly hoarded woulti be
thrown into circulation.. Ikw/l Chronicle.

JN jh: VV !S OF TH n: J)AV

'. To show tJn wry <iy<- anJ hotly <>j (he Time*"

The statement of H. C. Fahuestock, of the
New York "house of Jay Cooke & Co., was

tiled yesterday. On September J8 he turned
over all his ass fs 10 .Joel Barlow Moorhead in
trur»t for his creditors. The staiemeut shows
thero are four jjarries who are to be paid iu

full, securcd hy priurity, three of whom are of
flarrisl-urje and'one.S. H. Hubbard-of New
York, total about $4,<RH). The interest on

bonds amounts to over $24,OOD, and the cash on

hand over $500,000. but it is not available, be-
ing deposited with Jay Cooke & Co ; bills of
exchange, promissory notes ami securities over

$ 10,000; personal property. $2,000; notes in ac¬

tion, stocks, &c., $200,01 H).
The Menuonites who recently visitod this

country fur the purpose of examining Western
lau'is for tho location of a colony have bought
a large tract from the directors of the Atchison
Topi ka and Santa Fe raiiroad. The purchase
civet* 10 000 acres, situated iu the vicinity of
liais ed. Kau., which is situated at the point
whore the railroad crosses the Little Arkansas
river. It is believed that the Menuonites will
eventually purchase a tract six miles in width
across the entire belt uf forty miles which is
covered by the land grant of the railroad. This
will give, them control of Halsted. The site
selected is said to be in the midst of a good
farming country.

Rev. Dr. Newman, who is gathering infor¬
mation on the other side of the world for the
American people at an infinitesimal compensa¬
tion often thousand dollars per annum, do-
votes his latest communication to the Treasury
D partmeut to a sorrowful exposure of the
wii'kcdncs? of British manufacturers who arc

d frauding the heathen Chinee with certain
fraudulent trade marks upon goods, to the dis-
advamare*of the American trade. Like Mrs.
Gamp. 1)«\ Newman "can't abidesich d uugs,"
and ?o he is off for Calcutta, to breathe a purer
moral atmosphere at the expense of bis beloved
country.

Centre street New York was erowdsd yester¬
day by the idle and curious, gathered to wit¬
ness the march to the Tombs Police Court,
from police headquarters, of two hundred and
fifty men and women, boys and girls, arrested
the evening before while dancing iu a piace
km.v/u as (Jnion Assembly rooms. As the
prison pens of the court were not intended for
so many persons, the magistrate sent for the
warden to the Tombs, and on being inlbiined
by that official that he had accommodations for
the crowd, all Were sent to prison pendiug in¬
vestigation of their several eases.

In New York about midnight on Monday a

fire broke out on the fourth floor of a five-story
building, No. OS Green street, occupied by
Juiius iSarner & i>ro., dealers iu caps and furs,
who also occupied the third and fifth floors.
Their loss is$100.00tJ. The second fl 'or was

occupied by ThuUiasG. Cook & Co. and li. J.
Ward, commission houses, who lose $10,000.
The fir>t floor and basement were occupied by
Sylvester Bruss «& Co., dealers iu raw lurs,who
sustained damage to the extent of $.00,000.
while the buildiug, owned by the Lorillard es¬

tate, suffered to tue extent of $3,000.
Dr. Do Klerck, now in Washington, who

has been on a tour of this country in the inter¬
ests of Hutch capitalists who have invested
their money in American railway securities,
has suggested to tho President the formation
of a mix d Commission, consisting partly of
Americans md partly of Kuropeaus, to keep
the wot Id posted on the value of railroad and
other stocks. It is sai l that President Grant
listened with favor to this proposition, and
took occasion to express his opposition to the
building of railroads iu the future by aid of
subsidy.
There arc now two vacancies in the Board of

Regents of the Smithsonian Institute, occa¬

sioned by the resignation of President Woolsey
and the death of Prof. Agassiz. The former
will probahiy be filled by the elcetiou of Prof.
l)aua, of Yale, and it is suggested that Presi¬
dent lOliot, of Harvard, shall be chosen for the
other. It is claimed, in opposition to this pro¬
gramme, that the West uuijht to he represent¬
ed in the l»oard, and Dr. Andrew?, ofChicago,
aud Prof, jji'sijuurcux, of Ohio, are mentioned
as competent meu for the place.
The accounts of the Treasurer of Ljaven-

warth cuunty, Kan., are in confusion, and a

oouioiittee who have examined them report
that that officer is "short" $tiy(UU0. The com¬
mittee requested of i he Treasurer an explana¬
tion id'the disagreeable facts, aod he replied
that he "was uuabie to say where the money
was; that he had none on deposit save what
the committee had found, and that he could
not remember having loaned any considerable
amount of it." lie has been requested to
resign.
The keeping up the pursuit of Genet in

Canada is still continued by the New York
Sheriffs. It is now said that they have him
shut up in one hundred miles of territory, aud
that he will bo recaptured during the week.
A special from B;rliu says the project to

make the Crown Princc Frederick, William
regent has been abandoned in consequence of
the improvement iu (he health of the Emperor
William.

Chief Justice..A paragraph is now going
the rounds of the newspaper press, stating that
a bill.has been prepared, and will be presented
to Congress alter the recess, abolishing the office
of Chief .Justice of the Supreme Court of the
Uuited Slates, and providing that the court
shall, at each term, elect its own presiding offi¬
cer from among the Associate Justices. The
proposition seems to m*.:et with considerable
favor from leading men in and out of Congress.
There is no provision iu the Constitution con¬

cerning the office of Chief Justice except that
c.ause in section 3 of article 1, which says:.
"When the President of the United States is
tried (on impeachment ) the Chief Justice shall
preside." It is a singular fact that the article
of the Constitution (art. 3, 9ec. 1,) which creates
the Supreme Court does not mention the office
of Chief Justice at all. It is iu these words:.
"The judicial power of the United States

shall be vested in oue supreme" court and in
such inferior conns as the Congress may, from
time to time, ordain aod establish. The judges,
botli of tbe supreme aud inferior courts, shall
hold their offices during good behavior."

It is also a cuiious fact that article 2, sjction
2, providing lor the appointment of the mem¬
ber.-? of this court, does not mention "Chief
Justiee." It provides that the President "shall
uominaic, and by aod with the advice and con-
scut of the Senate, shall appoint judges of the
Supreme Court." This court is named a|so in
section 8, article 1, iu which it is provided that
Congress shall have power "to constitute tri¬
bunals inferior to the Supreme Court.". W<uh
Chronicle.
Fisk & Hatch..Amoog the prominent

bankers of New York none stood higlw-r in pop¬
ular estimatiou than Fi.-k and Hatch.the agcut*
oft he Chesapeake aud Ohio llailroad Company.
There was a general manifestation of regret
when they were com p.-lied to succumb to the
pressure. The announcement of their resump¬
tion the day before Christmas was rec.-ived
with general satisfaction. They aunouoce that
they have not been subjected to auy embar¬
rassments from legal proceedings, and that they
have uot beeu forced co make ruinou? sacrifices.
Tnis announcement, apart from being g ratify-
inir to ail who know this exemplary and widely-
nusted firm, i> satisfactory iu this community
because of its f.iv- rabio influeoce upoo tbe affairs
of the Chesapeake and Ohio railroad..Rich.
Dispatch.

Lit*Iter from Ki<-Iiinou<l.

[Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette. |
Richmond, Dec. 30..A large number of

members of both houses of the Legislature ar¬

rived yesterday aud to-day; in fact quite a num¬

ber have spent the holidays here. Besides the
members, the thousand and one office seekers
are ou hand, and ihere is hardly a place from
puge up to,Speaker lor which there is uot from
four to forty applieauts, aud the scene, at the
Exchange and at Ford's last night reminded
me of the Baltimore drummers besieging the
country mercliauts as they arrive each spring
and auium to purchase their supplies.' All is
life aud energy; all are anxious for themselves
or their friends, and the way each n-wiy arriv¬
ed member is pinned and I uttou-holed the in-
stant he arrives, is a caution. We 1, the agony
will <oon be over. To-night the eaueu> ot the'
Conservatives is to meet, but it is uot thought
that any nominations will be made until to¬
morrow night, as a lame number of the mem¬
bers have yet to arrive. The Speaker, ii is
generally conceded, will be Mar-hall II u g- r,
esq., of Augusta, aud as Mi. J. Bell Bigger
has no opposition, he will, of course, be re¬

elected clerk of the House. Messrs. Crituu-
den. Wall, Beusou aud others are in the iield
for Sargeant-at-Arms. In the Senate the old
officers will, in all probability, be re-elected',
with perhaps a change in one or two of the
door-keepers. There an* a large number of
aspirauts for door-keeper's position, and iu the
Senate several are after the position of Abram
Hall, colored. Over the "basement" uBices
of course there will be some contest, but of
that more anon. The members, generally, are

"new men," although many of them have
served the State in the Legislature in other
days. I think hut 27 of the old members of
the House of 7I-72 have been returned.

Governor-elect Kemper, has been iu the cuy
anil made the necessary arrangements lor his
inauguration aud occupancy of the gubernato¬
rial mausiuu. The installation ceremonies will
be rather of a private character, the (7aural
walking to the office of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth, where the oath will bead-
ministered in the presence of a lew, when I lie
Governor will walk to his residence, which, by
that time will have been vacaied by ir> pres¬
ent occupant, from whence he will send to the
Legislature his message.
The most cordial feeling cxi.-ts between the

outgoing and iucomin^ G »vernor, an l every¬
thing has beeu arranged and iu the most pleas¬
ant manner.

Gov. K -mper has announced thai he will
make no appointment of Aid, and that he will
recommend to the Legislature -the abolition of
that office. It is bid intention to have only a

private secretary, most probably his son. a

young man of tine talents. The intention of
Gov. Kemper is to return, as far as possible, in
the adtuint-tration of his office, to the auto hel¬
ium customs, thereby ex< reiauig eoouomy and
less ceremony.
The Senatorial question is the all-absorbing

topic ofinterest, and the surmis -sas to the suc¬

cessful a.-pirant are as numerous as the indi¬
viduals named in connection with the position.
Most prominently mentioned are John Good.of
Norfolk; »Jas. Barbour, R. M T. Hunter, 11.
E. Withers, T. S. Bocoek, and Gov. Walker,
aud at this writing it i> hard to determine who
is the favorite, each gentleman having warm

and earnest friends. It will nor be eu>y to
make any accurate calculation as to the "com¬
ing mau" until the Legislature shall have met
and the views of the members beeu more defi¬
nitely ascertained. Occasional.

fl'rincc William County I (chin.
The fallowing items are taken from flu: Ma-

na.ssas Gazette:
An industrious farmor Hving snnesix miles

fram-this qlace rode into_the v.lla-je a few days
ago, and hitching hia horse to" one £fi» 'facTics,
proceeded lo attend to hi*bmines*. After-remain¬
ing §Oma"time and niuhtc.wiring on he thought
of noma, and suiting the action to the th"iiglu
t»roceeded thitherwards, no doubt anticipating a

iright lire, a hot supper and a fiuiiling'lamily to

greet him. With his mind engaged in thoughts
of a h <piiy home, arid the many little things to
be bought for Christmas, the subject, «»f our nar¬
rative wits foon well on hi.* way, unconscious of
the little fatigue of hi* w»lk, for strange' to say
he was walking, and did n>;t discover his mis¬
take until ou reaching home and going up to
the barnyard gate to turn his horse in disco er-
ed that be himself was on foot, and his noble
animal in Manacsas wondering at the long ab¬
sence of his master. We mention no name, and
for fear a look of suspicion may attach itself to
our absent minded friend,- we will say he does
not drink.
Christmas day in Manassas was .'pent very

quietly, perhaps more so than any holiday oc¬

casion for years. Although ''ju.-tice w*s done"
in the way of eating and drinking, every body
acted soberly and in the bounds <>f propriety.
The leading feature of the occasion was the
"Christmas Treo" ai the M. E. Church. under
the patronage of the Sunday School of that and
the l'resbyterian Church The donation sunper
at the residence of Kcv. Wm. Hound, for Kev.
Mr. Bain, was a very pleasant and enjoyable af¬
fair. A social gathering at the residence of (too.
Trimmer, esq., was'attended by a laige number
of ladies and gentlemen, and presided over by
his accomplished daughters. Most of our citi¬
zens kept open houses during the day and re¬
ceived the calls of friends. The Christmas tree
r.t the colored school house, gotten up by Mrs.
Phoebe Mathewson, was greatiy enjoyed by the
little ones attached to tho Sunday and day
schools.
A meteoric explosion occurred about a quar¬

ter to eight o'clock on Wednesday night, which
has caused quite a sensation throughout tho
country where it was seen and heard and is now
the subject of considerable comment. Those
who witnessed it describe it as a bright luminous
body starting in the east and flying almost with
the swiftness of light westward, when it exploded
with a terrific shock, as of an earthquake. Build¬
ings were shaken, and many persons were ter¬
ror stricken with fright, supposing that the end
had come, and that oabriei's trump was about
to sound.
The race on Saturday last between Wm. E.

Goodwin's bay horse and A. D. .Finch's grey,
was won by the former. The weather being
rather chilly for field sports, but lew people were

in attendance. Contrary to expectations, there
were no other races run, as tho horse expected
to be on hand did not put in an appearance.
Tho ladies of Sudly Church will give a supper

at that place on Tuesday evening, the proceeds
to bo applied to the liquidation of the debt on

the building. The many beautiful ladies who
will be there warrants a full attendance of the
gentlemen.
A postoffico has been e*tibliahed at Horton's

store, in Brentsville township, near ths Statrord
line, and Meredith Horton appointed postmaster.
Tho corner stone of the new Episcopal church

in Mana?S'iS was laid with appropriate ceremo¬

nies on Tue-.day last.

Death of an Old Citizen..Mr. Samuel
VandtTilice, died at hi> restdeuc; in L xingtuu,
Va., on last Friday at 1 p. m.

A very large congregation 5 1 *d the Metho
dist Church on Sunday at the fuueral services.

Rev. Mr. Ciarke, gave a sketch of the lite of
Mr. Vauderslice which Was considered a ju-t
estimate of the character, thuugh i ho words
would have been fitting to but few rueo in
any community. It was not easy to overdraw
an acconnt of the upright cinduct, the intelli¬
gent christian zeal, and the many sterling vir¬
tues of this excellentman.
He had resided in Ljxiugum nearly thirty

yearn, arid in all tbo$e years b» .integrity wa.i

never questioned; no stain soiled his christian
life and his ufforre in every good word aud \f»rk
never flugged. His end was peace.
One of the largest assemblages ever gathered

in our community iollowed bis remains to the
tomb. The Masons were pall bearers and gave
him burial after their ceremony..Lexington
Va. Gazette.

Women's Meeting..Tim Women's Social
Education Society hJd it.s regu'ar meeting
vssterday at Plimpton liall, Airs. Caroline A.
Soule, the president, in the chair. The discus¬
sion of a paper read at a previous meeting by
Mrs. Dr. Biker, -was the first business in or
der. Its siilj-.jt was the necessity of truthful¬
ness in woman in social lile. The Present s:iid
the propositions iu the- paper w.-re .so sclf-evi
dent that there was not room for touch discus
sion. She (liou&flit that ladies ought always to
tell the truth under all circumstances. It was
a very s:id tiling tliat they were so much given
*to what were generally considered white lies.
These generally d< g.-uerated into very black lies.
It was very wrung, tor instance, for w-»ini u to
instruct their*.servants to suy they were^imt at
home when they were at home.

Mr.". Kent thought that ladies ought to be
educated into courage euough to tell tlviy ser¬
vants r«i say they were engaged and conld not'
see any one. A fear that they might offend1
their friends by such a message wis the reason
for this common social untruth, but if it could,
be commonly accepted iu soci ty that this lie;
was an enormity she did not think that anyone
would take offence if the truth was told and an
audience denied.

Mrs. Miller agreed with the first speaker,
and thought that a reform in this respect
could be effected without any m eat social re¬

vulsion. -.

A lady present said inv hers must be edu¬
cated to the laot that the welfare of their chiiJ
drill demands that at all times they should be
truthful. Only iu this way could they expect,
their children to be truthful and resp cful.

Mrs. lirotiS'in admitted the evil complained
of that women were asid set of story tellers,but
she would like to hear from the ladies present
the best way of curing this evil.

Mrs. Wolfe thought that the best way was to
educate their conscience.
The Chair remarked that it should be said of

women, as it was of men sometimes, that their
word wasas good as their bond.

Mrs. Jironson thought the subject was taking
a low rsicge. There were oilier falsehoods be*
sides the oue on which so uni-jh stress had beep
laid, ofa lady saying she was out when she was
in. They were all living in an atmosphere of
folseliood, and she would like to know if there
was not some way of reaching this evil and corf
reeling it so that the average Woman woud
cease to lie.

Another lady said 'mother common falsehood
practiced by woman was inviting to tle-ir
homes people whom they did not want and
whom they would much rather uot accept the
invitation.

S-jvi-rai ladies present discl iim d this, and
seid that fhev were never guilty of this sin.

Mr-. Wolfe tbought th it tin-re were other
lalsehoods l»>*side those of ill * tongue. Many
women iived fid.-ely by attempting to dress be¬
yond their means. The woman whose husband
tiad an income of a thousand dollars a year
strained every nerve todre.-s a.s well as the wo¬
man whose liU'baiid had t< n times that income,
"and," -aid sin:, "they doit some way. but ii is
by terrible straining."

I'he debate was here closed.
ThkDkahi "K C»i,. Spai.nrNO.- Ve-uerday

morning Mr. Henry lv Atkins >n. Common¬
wealth's Attorney for Henrico, hud occasion to
go into the grand-jury room of the county
court-house, ami wu- horrified tu discover the
body of Col. (t. A. Spalding sitting stiff iu
death upon one "film benches. I he body was
in a sitting position as be Iore stated, the leir
!ihiiJ clinching 1 he se:it of the beoeh and the
right firmly cienehed. Ov<r the knees was
thrown the ov-reoat ol the deceased. Hissooes
were placed up n the bench some three or f-ur
fuel Irom him. His hat was in the window
ju-t in 1 he rear <d' him. and upon the lay
his cane, a biscuit and a piece of sausace. In
front of the fire-place were two chairs trte a

tote. To the left '.f liiiu. in thr comer of tho
jench, was a hur dle of papers literally clouted

r¦ -* -* p-".r-"..ri.Uxi<\u ft.vidi.UCe th^t his
head had rested upon thetn, white ins rieau
was ono mas? ol- bruised biood. Lho.coroner
wasimmediately n«»tifi»'«l and i-umiuoned a jnrj.
There was 11 . evidence in or about the building
of'a struggle h :vmg taken p'ace. and there 5s
no reus n to suppose that any one bore ill wilt
towards the deceased. Col. Spalding was last
seen Friday morning. He was a lawyer by pro-
t'essinu, a in live ol ilus fity, and during^ the
war served as lieutenant colonel of a Confede¬
rate regiment raised in West \ irginia. 1'or
the last few years he had been quite dissipated,
and wa< in the habit of sleeping about the
court house. . Rich. Knqmrrr.

Washington Nkws..Last night three
roughs entered the restaurant of Mr. I file, a

German, "ti Delaware avenue, northeast, and
asked for drink-, Being refused they assaulted
and beat the wife of llilc, and he in rispouse
to her cries lor help entered ihe bar-uKon with
a double-barrelled shot gun, cue load of which
he discharged. The contents struck his wile in

the back of the head, killing her instantly.
The roughs then fl-'d. he pursuing, and firing
the other load, wonn liig one ot them iu the
shoulder. Hile th-n w. ut to the Station uud
gave himself on. The assailants were arrested.
'

G.-nernl 3. J. Sweet, first deputy commis¬
sioner of internal revenue, was lying at the
point of death yesterday evening at his row-

donoj in this city. 1|« win takoii ill wiih pndu-
uionia about a week sine*\ but on featurday last,
lie had so greatly improved that it was believ¬
ed by his physicians and friends that all datiget
had passed. U.i Sunday, however, he had a

relapse ofthe disease, and on yesterday all hopes
of his recovery were given up.
The Christmas holidays h»»ve a.wav.- been 111

this District most provocative to matrimony,
I) 'ing iu this respect iu winter what the mouth
of May is in the warmer season. During the
holidays this year uinety-four marriage licenses
have been granted.
CALEit Ci'siIlNO..Tins gentleman has luien

named"" as successor to SsCk'es. I he whole
country knows who Caleb Lushing. i>, and
knowing his democratic viewe and pi ediieitious.
people generally will be surprised at his ap
pointment to the Spanish court. Mr. Lushing
was born in Salisbury, E-sex county, Massa¬
chusetts, in IStiO. and is consequently verging
on 74 years He has been iu public life since
his -J5r h year, and from all app -arauees will die
wilh official or political harness on his back.
Under President Tyler h was Commissioner to

China, an und"r Poik was a brigadier-general
in the Mexican war. After a tour through
Europe in ISli'J, ho wr ite '¦ Reminiscences ui
Spain," for which country he has ever had a

warm admiration. A more versatile genius,
or a man of Granger vicissitudes and ol more

general reputation, ha-perhaps never appear¬
ed in public life in America, and he is quite
a favorite witfi all parties..Jl»'ck. Knqmnr.
A PlULAriF.r.PHIA STEAtfKK, Square built,

and adapted to canal navigation, ai rived here
last week with cool. Having discharged her
cago. -he ui >ved up to Slaughter's wharf- and
loaded partially with fi ur from the Excelsior
mills. Her capacity is from I..").«» to
barrels. She also took on board a lot ol sumac

from Hurkatup s manufactory. Toe steamer
is the "William Baxter, the same that suc¬

cessfully defliou.si rated fcteam navigation 011 tin;
New York ciraK and for which a pr.Z ; ot
$lOU.tKKJ was offered by the New l^rk legis¬
lature. .tW> kricfob 11 r/7 /fctiild.
Heavy* Snow Storm in W kst \ luursia -

The WlKermg' I'iteiiig.^ifccr of yesterday says :

r<Jj Saturday aud Saturday night we were

visited by the first gcnu:ue snow storm we

hive had ibis winter. Sie-.ghs were nut lor the
first time in these raauy days. Ijp 111 the
mountains we are told the tail ol snow was

v.-ry heavy, having materially impeded the
ruuniug of the trains on the railroads. On
Cheat mountain the snow is fifteen jnches
deep.

J'iie "ViKOiNics --I'lie Baltimore Aiu.-ri-
nan s.iy- :

" fiio guneral ^upp.>t»rj ih;u tin*
owner of the Virginins w>u!<l permit the vessel
to be C'»u«.l< nined in t If (J njrts rather than in¬
cur the penalty Cor viola'ion of the neutraliiylaws by appearing to claim the ship, is contra-
dieted hy a letter from J.din K. Patterson, ,,|
New York, iri wl'ich lie d.-clares that lie is the
registered owner of the steamer, and that he
means to stand up to h;s rights au«J ptivilc^c*
as such. Mr. Patterson seem* prepared to
meet rhe testimony upon which Attorney Ueu-
.oral Williams decided the Virginiua to be ot
foreign ownership and her American register 10
have been obtained by fraud. He will sIJI}n
have a chance of settling this quootiun, as the
Government will in.stiture legal proceeding in
which the whole case will bo reviewed. But if
Mr. Pattersou succeeds i« proving his lawful
and indisputable property iu the ship, what
becomes of Mr. Williams' decision upon wlncli
the r< tjuireuient of the salute to the ti ti» by
Spain was omitted ? 31 r. Caleb Curbing j.
credited with the authorship of au article 'm
the last i-su of the Washington Capital ii,
which this decision is criticiz -d. Mr. Cudiing
argues that if the Attorney General was riant
in his opinion that the Virginius was u>it enti¬
tled to her American papers or to carry the
colors, this Government had nothing to J.»
with her but to abandon her aud her people to
th.iir fate."
0 imian Schools. -We understand th.t

the two Asylu us ol Fredericksburg are a^ain
the recip ents of handsome d ination.i Irotn tin-
Association for the 13mefit of the Widows and
Orphans of the Southern .States. C. Q. Tomp¬
kins, the managing agent of said As>oeiation,
has lately transmitted $S0d to Senator Charles
fierndon to b: divided between the Female
Orphan Asylum, and the Femde Charity
School ol Fredericksburg.-- Fret. Xcics.

The weather turned very cold l ist night.
CO iMM KKCI ,VL

A LKiCAdtLUia Maickkt, Dt e. 30..K^eeipis of
Wheat are light, arid the market is quiet ntul
unchanged; oit'_*rinsjs of *£.12 bushels rod. with
sales at 15'J, IliO oid 10 J for fair to g >od sample?.
C »rn is quiet and si *ady; otf rings «»f I2S0 bush-
els mixed, with sales at 58. 00, f>"2 arid 63. Outs
are unchanged; sales at -30, with off*ring* of 3n»
'bu.ill els.

PE'.ysYLv.v.vra. Coal Tr.vdk .It is worth
noting that the higher prices that, have prevailed
have not prevent.*d an irioreas.* 1 shipment. The
trade is fatvly aetiVo lor the season, though, <>f
course. 1 --lit, and is uneh&aged in feature. We
see it stated th*t on Ch"i-t:o iS eve " d! tho eol-
lieries w< rked hv the !*hiladelph:a and Heading
Coal and Iron Company serpen lei for the bv.-
anee of the year, and w>» pre- ime a large por¬
tion of ot tecs also. as the orders on htuid worn

generally supplied The trade may be consid¬
ered hs virtually suspended trom the riehuylkil!
region, so far ship iients to Port Richmond
are concerned, arid will hereafter be c «ntined t<>
'ho wants of the line and th »sn markets reached
by the ears during the winter a-a^on. At Port
Ltiehmorid for t iu week en ling the '/7th instant
the receipt* of coul were SU.'.uo tons, the ship¬
ments 8,5u;i ton--, leaving Ul.iHJd t,.ns on hand..
[Philadelphia Jj dg tr.

The Boston 01..be sa>- that a r vunv of t...-
b >ft «.iu' s»1i«m? bu^infiss of tha1 <*itv t"r the y«'.»r
just ci<»sing .ill iw- a very fl ittermg r^ u t N"t
wilhstan :ing the destruction by tue givat liiv,
the li as ol' over seventy live thousand chAh oi

goods, valued at S-i.T'xJ.ihiO. the unsettling ..l
v*luos anil thi*di.-:iriangi:igot bus-mes* aenortlly,
the do.tr m«»ney market d inng nearly all u.e
first half of the vw mi-1 the financial punic <>i
September, the'tradft is in a very satisfactorycondition. For a time it looked doletully bin ..

but dealers b>re; up. nravciy and weathered
<tuiin nitd disaster.

[Markets by Telegraph.]

better. Corn lc better.
. .

Kattimoub IVeomher W.-Virginia sixo.^.0,.!^ Sinteo. '4vt; VVe-t Virginia* 1< 1 hid t -
(Ihv (Jottori firm: low middlings lotiloi Hour
lirbe-1 grades of Nit. as ^e .reo an 1 unchanged
Wheat sti-tdy. Corn lir»a and quiet; white
Southern TOuTO ; yellow Southern ioa..»; mixed
We.-ter'- firmer at T'» i>A f> its ')ull >

--

GOno't; Western mixed uO...>'.; do. v> h:te .«.».

e firmer at Hay unchanged. 1 r.A i--

ion> dull.
,

At ton o'clock this day, at the re.-id.-nee of her
parents No. 10$ (Jamoroii street, nlwr a lonu!u"d painful ill""'. V".U""jT'r\S°Surdaughter of K.. and 1 <J. Kemper, in tho thir
year uf her age.

TTixiwUKlA * KHBUBKiCKSBUHO
Tn1> ALEXANDRIA* S WASHINGTON* "

KAlLKuAD.

AJ.KXANWUA XSD KKKUEKtcK.SH.UKU HAIL W .

After p. m.SU > DA Y, December 7, lb-,
trains will run as follows:

Fnider-Leavw Southward Irom Alexandria «.V
it t " ( s )i iii jtct'iHii iiumIhI '*icksburg de ^ "J ' Vh,./Vi"ui. Southern fc*-d.uly, except Sui to ,, -

s.uthern Kx-
K5»»
without Change, connecting at Kichmoi c lo

'''I^NorU, ward fi'»« Alexandria *»W-
*«». Sorll.orn fcfr "

iliii 1 v ..a.-i'i M'.nday ; 15Sp. m.
ii i-i dit'il- oxei 11 Sunday, connects
V rih and West. The Northern W»T,2*uTth

runs through to Bin-

and W est.
ai.kxasdkia and Washington railroad.

After SUNDAY, Dee. 7th, trains will run

as follows, daily,.*x«ept S!^dah? from St.Leave Alexandria ^ 1,,,) 111.1mAsAph street depot, at ,00. ,.W. *00,^ «
,

nrid 11.100 a. 111.; and » w, o.w, u. ,

7^ini'Wving »t »<»> ». m. »".!«.<»» p. «. «"

,l»fly; 1.1! daily mcoi« sund»y.

sr«tTiv^'jr«utt s.« v».*
U
Lo»ve WashinBWn f»r Alex»ndri» rnjnip;#eni?er depot. 1 or. '»t!' *in' ¦ and :!."1S (*), i'.OO, ln.on, and ll.K) a. "no

.lllXi; 5.(10, »''d T.'JI P- m.runTnnni loavin* »l J.00H. m- """

daily ; all i,lbcr= dady exciipt&unoa}.TrVini l«av.n« W».l..nsu,Q ,| and J

3, 7 and 1I:W P- ¦" 0 .n»««VT,|lV'%"" lr.i.slialt'.ilior,-. Ti,,.7a. m.,0 »nd J . .. P- n. i

.'"»rSr. and%vZn,k.,,;urS KadwaytrTtai. pa-un^r dc-p,t, cor oin a^B . u.
Ht 0 a nu QuanticO ace»»ln n. and l . Hb',ulTien. Biprws for Kiol,».on.l and all
S""

ha1N.S FOB i!HlLAt)ELtUIA AS I.
¦NtW VOlliv. ,

L-ave Alexandria at 7.»H) and IL.UOa. m , »>.

'Lfiav»j!1Waihi tgton at ko:J a. in., and l.U an .

lVkek to Philadelphia an I N«^ ^ "rk ,"t"

be obtained at the St A^ToHa'kRY,1 Superintendent.
ED. S. YOlTNG, dec:iU-tfGeneral Pasaengcr AffenL !«£_ .

/'To 1'A in's K BS U11* U,1jsoli "0N A- U
I . ^()1 ICE..

. . ¦ .u.

Vh. ..f

ssffi!

Washinglbn.jlecj^lni
|7< X KCU T() K'S ^ 011 l ^.A [ |l.Jli .!«l,t»d to ttirt «>wu> Ol Bf'^^j u, n,^,bAMBBBT, d«.-^d. MO 1^1^ s..t

I"*".""
lur settlement to

aMBERx, Attorney for
.

. ^iu.SKAaLAUBEKT,ES«otr,I
dec IS.lm


